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MEMORIAL 9 


| Dearh "Beloved, 
E being met together in Synod, at a 

Time when a Rebellion againſt the 
i Royal Perſon and Government of our 
DEI a moſt - gracious and . rightful Sovereign 
Kiog GEORGE, is actually com- 
menced, and carried on in Fayaur of a Pop ſh 
Pretender, reckon it our indiſpenſible Duty, as 
Watch-men, to give ſeaſonable and faithful Warn- 
ing of the utter Ruin - our. holy Religion, and va- 
luable Liberties, are threatened with. 

Therefore we, in tlie firſt Place, judge it needful 
to put you in mind, that the Pretender, in whoſe 
Favour this Rebellion hath been commenced, and 
carried on, is well known to be a profte(s'd. and bi- 
gotted Papiſt, ſupported by Popiſ Powers; noto- 
rious Enemies to the Liberties of Mankind, Civil 
and Sacred; and, for many Tears bygone, hath 
had his ordinary Reſidence at Rome; a Place where 
all Proteſtants are conſidered as vile Hereticks, de- 
ſerving to be extirpated by Fire and Faggot, and 
to be devoted to eternal Deſtruction. - His Manifeſto 
is dated at Rome; and, by his Principles, he is 
obliged to overturn our holy reform'd Religion: 
and, by all the Methods of Violence and Cruelty, 
to propagate and eſtabliſh the Roman Caubolict Faith, 
with its numberleſs ſhocking Abominations. 

Further, we think ourſelves indiſpenſibly obliged 
to remind you, that it is a well known Popiſh 
Maxim, Thet Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks : 
nd ſuch they reckan all Proteſtants to be. Alſo, 
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bis Title to the Crowns in ment moved of which, 
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That Diſpenſations and Pardons bave been frequent'y 
granted by the Pope. of Rome, © allowing Papiſts to pro- 
miſe any Thing to Proteſtants, provided akways, that 
in iber Hearts they fland well affected to Popery. And 
therefore we beſeech you, by the tender Mercies of 
our God, not to be impoſed upon by Promiſes 


made, or that may happen to be made, by a Popiſh 


Pretender, to preſerve our holy Religion, Liberty, 
and Property. 

It is well known that King James VII. at his 
coming to the Throne of theſe Realms, declared 
and promiſed in the moſt ſolemn manner, in Coun- 
cil, and in Parliament, that he would make it his 
Endeavour to preſerve the Government both in 
Church and State, as by Law eſtabliſned; when, 
at the very ſame Time, he ſecretly, and afterwards 
publickly, purſued the moſt arbitrary Meaſures, for 
the: utter Deſtruction of both; which Meaſures 
opened the Eyes of the Nation, rouſed' their Atten- 
tion, "diſcovered, and ſtrengthened a noble Spirit of 
Laberty, which obliged that unhappy Prince to 
abdicate the Throne; and ſoon after the Wiſdom 
of the Nation refolved, That, in no Time coming, any 
Prince, ef the Popijh Religion, ſhould fway the Scepter 
of theſe Kingdoms. How glorious and wiſe the Re- 
ſolution, how various and great its happy Conſe- 
quences, to the paſt and preſent Generation, is well 
known, and we hope will be fo to the Generations 
to come. 

Lt it be carefully colifiletes; that the Crown of 
theſe Kingdoms is claimed by the Pretender as his 
Inheritance, on the Footing of an indefeaſible Right 
and Property; that is, he claims a Right to fit 
upon the Throne as Heir and Succeſſor to the late 
King James, who, for his Arbitrary and Tyranni- 
cal een and his repeated Attempts to 
ſubyert our Religion and Liberties, juſtly forfeited 


he 


[5 1 


he openly condemns the Revolution as unlawful; 
and repreſents the happy Period of Government that 
has been ſince, as one continued Uſurpation. 


What Security we can have for any of our Rights 
and Liberties, under one who claims to be our King, 


on this Foundation, you need but juſt open your 
Eyes to perceive. Does not ſuch a Claim openly 
declare, that, as what was done at the late glorious 
Revolution to defend our Liberties and Conſtitu- 
tion, when upon the Brink of Ruin, was unjuſt and 
ſinful ; fo if he, who now pretends to a Right to ſuc- 
ceed the ſaid King James in the Government, ſhould 
purſue the fame arbitrary and enſlaving Meaſures, it 
were unlawful for us to ſtand upon our Defence; and 
it would become our Duty, paſſively and tamely, 
to yield up ourſelves to the hardeſt Slavery and 


Bondage? Is not therefore ſuch a Claim viſibly , 


ſubverſive of all the Principles of Liberty, and a 
plain Aſſertion, that our moſt important and ſacred 
Rights, as now eſtabliſhed by Law, are not to be 
defended againſt the moſt tyrannical and arbitrary 
Attempt to ruin them ? | | 

Conſider what the Hiſtory of our own, and many 
other Nations, may teach us to expect from a King, 
educated in the Principles and Maxims of Popery 
and Arbitrary Government. The Inſtances of T'y- 
ranny and Cruelty, againſt the Proteſtants in France 
and, Ireland, in the Popiſh, and Jriſb Maſſacres; 
wherein many Thouſands were barbarouſly murder- 
ed; the well-known Burnings, and other cruel Per- 
ſecutions of Numbers of Proteſtants under the Reign 
of Queen Mary of England; the dreadful Severities 
exerciſed upon our own Countrymen, and worthy 
Anceſtors, before the Revolution, by exorbitant 
Finings, Impriſoament, Intercommuning, Baniſh- 
ment, dreadful Tortures, Military Executions, 
without Form of Law, Beheading, and Hanging, 
and Quartering, which many yet alive do well re- 
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member: Theſe, and many other Inſtances of Gu 


elty, mentioned in Hiſtory, may juſtly give you 


and us the Alarm, and teach us what we have to 
fear from a Government eſtabliſhed upon the ame 


political and retigious Principles; 


And tho* it would appear to be the Intereſt of 
the Party now in Arms againſt the Government, to 


have the 'abovementioned Severities, againſt our 
own Countrymen, buried in Oblivion, or even to 


_. expreſs their Dillike of them; inſtead of this, they 


ſeem to juſtify theſe. Severtties, by aſſerting in one of 
their Proclamations, lately publiſhed by them, that 
Mildnefs was the peculiar Characteriſtick of the 


Family under whoſe Government theſe Things hap- 


„„ | | | 
We likewiſe deſire you to conſider the ineſtima- 


ble Privileges which we now enjoy under the pre- 


ſent Government; and whatever Inconveniences 


any may complain of, are they to be compared with 


what we have the greateſt Reaſon to dread, ' under 


ſach a Change as is now attempted ? Is any Grie- 


vance now complain'd of, whilſt the Laws and 


Conſtitution are preſerved, whilſt our Liberty and 
Property, and the free Exerciſe of our holy Reli- 
jon are maintained, to be eg xy with an entire 

| 


Subverſion of all ineſtimable Bleſſings, which we 
have ſo much Reaſon to apprehend, under a Go- 


vernment ſet up on Principles, on which the Pre- 


tender founds his Right to rule over us? 

Upon all which Accounts, let us be ſtirred up to 
repent of our Iniquities ; let us, by a cloſe Attention 
to former, and the preſent frowning Diſpenſation 
of Providence, be induced to break off our Sins by 
Righteouſneſs. mY | 


* 


Let all of us ſorrow after a Godly fort for the 


Sins of our particular Stations and Relations, and fly 
to the Blood of Sprinkling for Reconciliation z and 
let us firmly and honeſtly reſolve, that, thro' the 
+ <p; Divine 


. [9] 
Divine Aſiſtance, our, whole Converſation hencer 
forth ſhall be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. ® 
Leet us allo ſigh and cry for all the Abominatiens 
that are done in the midſt of the Land, which doubt: 

leſs are the. chief Cauſe of our preſent Diſtreſs, and NF. 
the true Ground of all the Miſery we may fear from 
the good and righteous Governor of the Univerſe, 

Let every one of us heartily. bewail the crying 
Sins of the Day, the Sins which we certainly know 
to abound in this Age, in the Kingdonis of Great- 
Britain and Jreland, and in the Places where we 
live; ſuch as Blaſphemy, Infidelity, and Contempt 
of the glorious Goſpel of the Son of God;z/ horrid 
Perjury, profane Swearing, Idleneſs, Luxury, and 
Extravagance of many Kinds; Diſhoneſty, Fraud 
and Oppreſſion; open Diſregard of the Lord's 
Day, Neglect and Contempt of the Worſhip- of 
God ; Treachery, Halviterx, Fam e with 
other Abominations, 
And we warmly exhort you to continue ſledlaſt 
in your Loyalty to his Majeſty King GEORGE, 

and in ſupporting the Proteſtant Su tellion to the 
Crawn of theſe Nations in his Family. 

Moreover, let every one of us, without cealing, 
and in the moſt humble and fervent Manner, ad- 
dreſs the God of all Grace, through our Lord Je- 
fas Chriſt, that he may lead all — ys Degrees 
of Men, in theſe Nations, to a wiſe Improvement 
of the preſent threatening Diſpenſation of Divine Pro- 
vidence; And, that he may graciouſly interpoſe, 
deliver us from the Miſeries of a Civil War, and 
ſupport the late glorious Reformation and Revolu- 
tion- Work, and with it all our valuable ae 
as Men and Chriſtians, 

Let us, in the moſt hearty Manner, - pray, that 5 1 
God may pour down a Spirit of Repentance and 1 

5M Reformation upon all Ranks of Men in theſe : 
foes) van our 1 * GEORGE, his 


"Royal 
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ſciences, lead then to Sarto 
that God may be gricionlly pleaſed to brin this 


te 


Rexel Family, * thoſe that Ht in Connell "with 
him; upon all Magiſtrates and Miniſters of the 
| Goſpel; and upon the whole Body of the People. 
Let us pray, in the warmeſt Manner, that the” 25 

w 2 


Eternal, immortal, and inviſible,” the only 
God, 'may' bleſs his Majeſty King o GEORGE, our 
only rightful Sovereign; ay Protser his 
Perſon, eſtabliſh his Throne in Righte be, direct 
his Counſels, give Sueceſs to his Arms, and Uaeſiver 
Him from the open Attempts and ſecret MAckina- 
tions of his moſt unteaſonable Enemies, and make 
him a glorious Inſtrument for the Befence of the 
Proteſtant Iutereſt, the Intereſt of Truth and Li- 
bezty, Virtue and Mappinels, both at Home and 
Abroad. n 

To conielude Berus not 
theCommands'6f dur bleſſed Lord and 1 N 
ſas Chriſt, concerning our fra towards our 
mies; whilſt we pray ardently that God may 125 
ly defeat their wicked Peligns, let us nth the 

*Atdor pray, that NY pf bb their E. 

ſos the Evil of them; and, enim * be 
* An let us Pray, 


preſent Confadon to Va ceed and happy: Conc ufioh 


8 without furthef Effufon ef Blood.” 


Aud the Synod appoints all the Miniſters Si 
their Bounds, to reach; frotti theft reſpective Pulp b 
next Lord's Day, immediately after 20 ermon, in; the 
Foretio0n this Memorial EL eee 3. 200 


hereby every Presbytefy is appointed to enquire, 
their neut Meeting, into the Duigence of fp 


| in their Bounds, as te their obeying this "Appgint - 
ment. 1 55 are ſigned in Name,” by Ap r 
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